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Short abstract:

Our proximate and ultimate model of empathy integrates diverse theories, reconciles
conflicting definitions, and generates specific predictions. Focusing on the evolution of
perception-action processes connects empathy with more basic phenomena such as
imitation, group alarm, social facilitation, vicariousness of emotions, and mother-infant
responsiveness. The latter, shared across species that live in groups, have profound
effects on reproductive success. Perception-action processes are accordingly the driving
force m the evolution of empathy. With the more recent evolutionary expansion of
prefrontal functioning, these basic processes have been augmented to support more
cognitive forms of empathy.




A Place for Stories:
Nature, History, and Narrative

William Cronon

Children, only animals live entirely in the Here and Now. Only nature knows nei-
ther memory nor history. But man—let me offer you a definition—is the story-
telling animal. Wherever he goes he wants to leave behind not a chaotic wake, not
an empty space, but the comforting marker-buoys and trail-signs of stories. He
has to go on telling stories. He has to keep on making them up. As long as there’s
a story, it's all right. Even in his last moments, it's said, in the split second of a
fatal fall - or when he's about to drown — he secs, passing rapidly before him, the
story of his whole life.

— Graham Swift, Waterland

In the beginning was the story. Or rather: many stoties, of many places, in many
voices, pointing toward many ends.

In 1979, two books were published about the long drought that struck the Great
Plains during the 1930s. The two had nearly identical titles: one, by Paul Bonnifield,
was called The Dust Bow/: the other, by Donald Worster, Dust Bow/! The two
authors dealt with virtually the same subject, had researched many of the same
documents, and agreed on most of their facts, and yet theit conclusions could hardly
have been more different.

Bonnifield’s closing argument runs like this:

i

William Cronon is professor of history at Yale University.

I would like to thank the many friends and colleagues who have read and criticized various versions of this
essay. David Laurence was responsible for convincing me, rather against my will, that the perspective I've adopted
here could be neither ignored nor evaded, and he offered generous guidance as I tried to acquire the critical vocabu-
lary that would allow me to tackle these problems. As always, David Scobey has been my most faithful guide in
helping me find my way through the dense thickets of literary theory. Comments and suggestions from Thomas
Bender, Elise Broach, Robert Burt, Michael P. Cohen, James Davidson, David Brion Davis, Kai Erikson, Ann Fa-
bian, Peter Gay, Amy Green, Michael Goldberg, Ramachandra Guha, Reeve Huston, Susan Johnson, Howard
Lamar, Jonathan Lear, Patricia Limerick, Arch McCallum, George Miles, Katherine Morrissey, Jim O'Brien, Robert
Shulman, Thompson Smith, Alan Taylor, Paul Taylor, Sylvia Tesh, Thompson Webb 111, Timothy Weiskel, Richard
White, Bryan Wolf, Donald Worstet, and two anonymous readers likewisc helped shape my thoughts on this sub-
ject. Finally, T owe a special debt to David Thelen and Steven Stowe for their persistence in encouraging me to
return to an essay I had all but abandoned. I am grateful to all.

The opening quotation is from Graham Swift, Wateriand (New York, 1983), 53-54.

! Paul Bonnifield, The Dust Bow/: Men, Dirt, and Depression (Albuguerque, 1979); Donald Worster, Dusz

Bowl: The Southern Plasns in the 19305 (New York, 1979). On Dust Bowl historiography in general, see the collec-
tion of essays in Grear Plains Quarterly, 6 (Spring 1986).
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Abstract:

Empathy, the ability to understand and share the feelings of another person, is a crucial
component of successful social interaction. Recent models of empathy originating from the
field of social neuroscience propose that different components contribute to the experience of
empathy. These include a) a sensory-driven component that can entail an automatic
experiential sharing of the affect of others, b) a cognitive component, which enables the
regulation as well as the deliberate elicitation of empathy by means of mechanisms such as
perspective taking, and c) self-awareness and self-other distinction, 'which enable the
empathic observer to disentangle vicarious from self-related emotional resl;onses. The present
chapter reviews the mechanisms underlying these components from a neuroscientific view,
and discusses how this might contribute to a better understanding of collective emotions.
Keywords:

empathy, social neuroscience, fMRI, perspective taking, emotion regulation, prosocial

behavior

It might not be smart to start with a negative statement, but let’s face it: social
neuroscience has so far not been able to make substantial contributions to our understanding
of collective emotions. This lack of insights by no means stems from a lack of interest into
this fascinating phenomenon. The suspected culprit rather are conceptual and methodological

constraints of this emerging discipline, which despite carrying the word “social” in its name




